
Instructions of the Guqin for the ATLAS LAB ’s composers 

古琴使用说明书 

 

1.The structure of Guqin (古琴的形制) 

The guqin is also called qin. It has 7 strings, 13 markers on its top surface. 

The 13 markers marked 6 harmonic positions, overtones no.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8. 

The guqin has no bridges. 

 



 

 

2.The range of Guqin (古琴的音域): C2 - D6 (middle C=C4) 

Usually, we use: C2 - A5 

 



3.The tuning of Guqin (古琴的定弦) 

The guqin is not a transposed instrument. It is written for in C. 

The guqin has approximately 27 methods of tuning. A frequently-used 

tuning of the guqin(middle c=c4): 

   ①C2, D2, F2, G2, A2, C3, D3 

   ②C2, D2, F2, G2, bB2, C3, D3 

   ③C2, bE2, G2, A2, bB2, C3, D3 

   ④C2, E2, G2, A2, C3, D3, E3 

   ⑤C2, C2, F2, G2, A2, C3, D3 

   ⑥C2, bE2, F2, G2, bB2, C3, bE3 

 

4.The tone color of Guqin (古琴的音色) 

The guqin has three tone colors. 

① ‘San’ ( “散”, ‘come loose’) 

‘San’ is played on the open sting, which sounds solid and thick, it is used 

as key notes in the melody. 

 

② ‘An’ ( “按”, ‘press’) 

‘An’ is played by the left hand, and the fingers move as it presses to 

change the pitch, in this way, one can play glissando, tremolo and other 

ornaments. Its sound is mellow, delicate and expressive like the human 

voice. 



 

③ ‘Fan’ ( “泛”, ‘harmonics’) 

While playing the ‘fan’, the player will touch carefully and lightly the hui 

(13 markers on the top surface) marked pitch position by the left hand 

while plucking the string with the right hand to produce a harmonic sound. 

This is usually used for playing rapid cadenza-like melodies. 

 

5.The notation of Guqin (古琴的记谱法) 

Staff contrast ‘abbreviated character tablature’. 

‘Abbreviated character tablature’ is one of the traditional notations of the 

score. It roots in Chinese character, so it’s called ‘Jian Zi Pu’. Due to it’s 

mainly records fingering, it’s called ‘Zhi Fa Pu’, which means ‘fingering 

notation’. 


